
Hello Parents of infants through 5th graders,

I hope in your time of being a part of Midland Reformed Family Ministry, whether its been many
years or just a few visits, that you have come to see that we believe that the most important
factor in a child's faith development is parental involvement. We at MRC are blessed to be a
part of your child/children's life for a couple of hours each week, and mainly only during the
school year.  These can be important times for their faith walk but it is the many, many hours
that they spend with you, their parents, that truly have the biggest impact on who they will
grow up to be. Church programs can be and are very important to the spiritual life of a child,
and I'm proud of all the great work our many teachers and helpers do to love and teach your
kids, but kids with a faith that lasts a lifetime often have a common ingredient in their lives - a
home where faith is valued and lived out day to day. Some of this happens naturally as you walk
with Christ; they will absorb or catch that light so to speak, but there also has to be times of
intentionality where you as a parent instruct and nurture your child’s budding faith.

In that spirit of intentionality, I want to let you know of how MRC’s Family Ministry hopes to be
a resource for you and a partner with you as you strive to raise up your children to be followers
of Jesus. We have been and will continue to provide quality age appropriate programs with
loving leaders who are here to be a positive influence in your kids’ life. We also will continue to
provide family events where we hope the whole family can come and have fun, grow in faith,
and enjoy fellowship together.

One area that we hope to improve our impact is in the area of providing tools and resources for
you that will help you in the many, many hours of parenting that you do outside of the church. A
resource that we have partnered with to help us do this is ParentMinistry.net. By partnering
with them, we are better able to provide you with resources that will help empower and
encourage you in your parenting.

ParentMinistry.net provides tools in a few key areas. One is called the Rites of Passage
Experiences, or ROPE. These are experiences that provide a blueprint that you can use to
provide a meaningful, well, ‘experience’, for each year of your child’s growth. They have created
one for every year from birth through high school.  A second tool they provide is regular online
parenting lessons. Each month they create a new lesson in 4-5 minute video format that we will
be able to send to you though email. It seems to make sense that we would want to have some
continuing education in one of the most important aspects of our lives. So if you would like to
receive these emails, please make sure we have your email address.  The last tool is really a
bunch of different resources that the website creates and makes available to us at various times
We will then be able to pass those along to you either through email, Facebook, or on our
website. For instance, one available right now is called “52 Family Dinner Discussion”. So again if
you would like to hear about those, please send us your email, like us on Facebook, and check
out our website at midlandreformed.org.

I know we live in a time where hours and minutes are precious, and so just having more
resources doesn’t necessarily make you jump for joy, but I hope you will at least see what might



work for you and consider if there are a few ways, or even just one way, that you can be more
intentional about the messages of faith that you are passing on to your children. I am always
available to talk and answer questions the best I can so please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Blessings on your families,

Pastor Brad
vanderwaal02@hotmail.com
989-835-4000


