
Learning 
Jesus Saves  A short phrase like “Jesus Saves” might seem a little short and simple and at times we in the church have been too narrow on our definition of what salvation means. The most common idea in our current time of American Christianity is the idea of Jesus saving us from our sins so that we can be with Him in heaven someday. The problem when the heavy focus on this aspect of salvation is that it is only part of the story and not even the part that Jesus and the Bible, as a whole, talks about the most.   We believe that Jesus is God’s only Son and He did come to earth and died for our sins, but the bigger picture is that God sent His Son to earth so that there can be reconciliation. Not just reconciliation of individuals to God but also people to other people, people to creation, and people to themselves.   Often the focus of salvation is too heavily weighted towards what we are saved from, which is an important aspect, but we also need to remember what we are saved to and for. We are saved from death through Jesus who conquered the grave and that is Good News, but it is not the only Good News. We are also saved to being in relationship with God and others starting in the here and now. Jesus connects us to God starting now and therefore also connects us to new brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. It is important to focus on the mercy of God that forgives us of our sins and it is also important to focus on the grace of God that enables us to live in community with Him and with fellow believers right here and now.   One other aspect of salvation we want to focus on for our children, is that we are saved for others. We are blessed to be a blessing. Jesus has saved us and by living a human life here on earth He has demonstrated how we are to live by loving God and neighbor. Part of Jesus’ salvation is His example of compassion and sacrifice he has demonstrated and calls us to. Doing good things is not just something we do because we are thankful that our sins are forgiven, but we love others, including our enemies because this is what Jesus has told us will lead to life and life more abundant! Our goal at MRC is to see lives transformed by God and the evidence of this transformation/salvation comes out in empathy and compassion for our neighbor.   
Experiences 
Communion  This can go by a few names including the Lord’s Supper and Eucharist. It is one of only two sacraments that we practice in the Reformed Church in America which is our denomination, the other being baptism. So again you might be wondering what this is. Like baptism, it utilizes something physical that we can see and touch and in this case taste, to help us remember the promises of God. We partake in bread and juice as both a reminder of what Jesus did for us in dying on the cross but also to help us remember the hope we have for the future since he rose and conquered the grave and is ushering into His Kingdom.    It can be summarized really as being a family meal for the brothers and sisters in Christ. Anyone who would like to be a part of that family is welcome to partake in the meal. There have been different opinions on when a child is old enough to participate in communion, but the overall theme of our stance is that children are welcome to take part. If all of us only took part in communion when we felt like we knew enough or believed enough, then most of us would never get to participate. Similar to baptism, we strive to focus on the promises of God that are represented in the sacrament of communion more than if we know enough or are good enough. This is part of the mystery and beauty of Grace.      



Patterns of faithfulness by Teacher  As children reach grade school age, we usually are expecting more and more understanding of what is right and wrong. This can become more difficult for some due to lots of different life circumstances that can often make life seem chaotic and out of control. What we hope to provide at MRC is a consistent place of love that also demonstrates how to be loving to one another by looking at the patterns of faithfulness that are taught in the Bible. This is done by the teachers they will get to know through the programs, but also it needs to be a pattern at home for it to really stick. An example of the kind of topics covered at this stage are the fruits of the Spirit. “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self control” from Galatians 5.   When we are talking about faithfulness we can sort of equate it to obedience but it is important to note that it is not obeying in order to be loved or in order to be good enough, but we strive for obedience because this means we are living out our lives in the way that is most fulfilling and what we are created for. This is not a focus on a long list of “we don’t do this, this and this” but instead it is a focus on how what we do can be loving both to God and neighbor, and therefore also lead to a full life.  Giving One of the ways we provide for hands on practice of those patterns of faithfulness is by collecting offering on Sunday mornings. A regular practice of giving, no matter the amount, starts to instill a pattern that can develop and stick for years to come. We believe that one of the key attitudes for a child to develop is an attitude of thankfulness, and when they have a chance to learn about the needs of others and to give towards those needs, it helps to instill that thankful attitude.   Talk about own faith  Sharing your faith can be a scary proposition for many adults, but if we start helping children understand how to do it naturally and joyfully it can help take away the fear (which is usually from the adults).  Having your child invite friends to different church events is a great way to start. Also giving them encouragement and praise for being friends with someone who is different than them or who is in need of a friend is a great way to help them pass along God’s love.   Programs to accomplish above 
Footsteps Kindergartners and 1st graders are dismissed part way during worship with the other children to a class focused just on them and focused just on the life of Jesus. Through listening to stories from the Bible and then enforcing them with activities and fun, the children will learn what it means to walk in step with Jesus. This class runs around the same time of the school year and dismisses at 11:30.   Quest The 2nd – 5th graders are on a Quest to find and follow God. Quest uses a rotation based strategy where the topic is consistent over a month long unit, while they learn in different ways like large group teachings, crafts, games, Bible skills, and computer interaction. Some weeks the students will be all together and other weeks they will be divided up into smaller groups by grade. They also are encouraged to memorize a Bible theme verse for each unit. This program is held on Sunday mornings essentially during the normal school year. The kids are dismissed part way through the service and the class ends at 11:30.     



Kids Count In this program for 1st-4th graders, boys and girls are taught through a fun interactive DVD curriculum for part of the night, and then more interaction with our great volunteers during discussion times and lots of other fun activities. Overall a great time to experience and learn about God’s love. Kids Count finishes the year with the big Pinewood Derby.   Club 45 When kids reach the around the age of 10, they start to want more of a challenge and those “younger” kids can be so immature;). They are not quite ready for a youth group type of structure yet, so this is a class that bridges that gap between the younger elementary and the middle school years.   At home practices 
Prayer shared  As children get a little older, prayer time can move from reciting prayers together to also talking about different topics of prayers. You can use the events of a normal day to find topics for prayer. Talk about a friend at school who might be going through a tough time. Talk and pray about a relative who is sick. Listing things to be thankful for is always a good exercise. Encourage and celebrate when your children pray on their own and let them know how much God loves to hear from them.   Bible memory  In the elementary age years is when we practice memory verses the most at church and it is something that needs to be practiced at home to really help it stick. This doesn’t mean that it is only for kids though. Maybe pick out some favorite verses to memorize together as a family, even though the kids will probably be quicker at it, doesn’t mean parents shouldn’t try it too.   Giving together  One of the biggest challenges of raising children in the American culture is helping kids appreciate what they have more than what they don’t have. At this age it is very easy to fall into the trap of just wanting more and more and that is why giving needs to be a priority as a family. It is important for children to not only practice giving themselves but to also see how you as a parent give regularly to places like church, and also the occasional gift when a special need arises, like after a natural disaster.   Compassion and empathy  It becomes clear as our kids grow up in this culture, that if we don’t make a conscious effort to instill values of compassion and empathy for others, greed and self-interest can quickly take over. Helping our kids see what life is like for a majority of the world and the struggles of others in our own community can help to give our children a better perspective on their own blessings and how they can help others.   


